
          
 
 
Well Water Quality and Testing 
 
Do you ever wonder if your well water is safe to drink?  Is your water potentially full of 
elements such as iron and magnesium, which can make it “hard”?  There are areas 
around Legend Lake with increased levels of these cations (and even arsenic) in the 
water table.  Cations are positively charged elements that cause water hardness. They 
are naturally occurring, but can be addressed if too high in your well water.  There are 
systems that can be added, such as water softeners for hardness, and systems that use 
a reverse osmosis treatment that can reduce things like arsenic to safe levels.  
 
Reverse osmosis is a process in which dissolved inorganic solids are removed from a 
solution (such as water). This is accomplished by household water pressure pushing the 
well water through a semi-permeable membrane. The membrane (which is about as 
thick as cellophane) allows only the water to pass through, not the contaminates. These 
contaminates are separated and disposed of down the drain to your wastewater stream 
(usually into the septic system or municipal sewer line). 
 
The Menominee County CFZ Department has acquired two different well water test kits 
that can be picked up by landowners.  Both kits have instructions on how to take the 
samples and what tests are available.  One kit is from the Wisconsin State Laboratory of 
Hygiene in Madison.  This kit has many options to include testing for specific elements 
or contaminates, but also offers a fairly comprehensive homeowner’s package to test for 
bacteria, nitrates, nitrites, fluoride, metals, hardness, Volatile Organic Compounds, and 
Atrazine.  There is a price list included in the kit so the landowner knows what the 
desired testing will cost up front. 
 
The second kit is from U.W. Oshkosh and has similar options.  There is a standard 
homeowner’s package that will test for bacteria, nitrates, arsenic, pH, alkalinity, 
hardness, chloride, and iron for $50.  There are also individual tests available with a 
price list included in the kits. 
 
Either of these kits can be picked up at W3270 Courthouse Lane during normal 
business hours. 
 
For additional information on well water, check the DNR website at: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/drinkingwater/wellheadprotection/  
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