
Menominee Town/County 
Land Conservation Committee Meeting 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 
Meeting Minutes 

 

 
1. Call to order. Roll Call. William called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. William Waubanascum 

Jr., Ben Warrington, Mary Menore, Ruth Winter, and Heather Pyatskowit present. Also present - 
Jeremy Johnson, Alix Bjorklund, James Lowey, Wayne Towne, Wesley Fredricks, Don Fields, Gary 
Thoma, and Sue Thoma. 

 
2. Approval of meeting minutes from August 8, 2019. Heather motions to approve the minutes as 

presented, seconded by Ruth.  Four in favor, one abstention, motion passes. 
 

3. Community Input. Jeremy states that there is an important Lumberjack RC&D Council meeting 
coming up on October 31 in Mole Lake.  The grant requests will all be presented and voted upon 
for funding.  Mary and Jeremy both plan on attending this meeting. 
 

4. Boating rules and concerns.  Jeremy introduces the concern by many owners on Legend Lake.  
He has heard from several owners that surf/wake boats are a serious safety concern, and also a 
potential shoreline erosion problem.  He has also heard from owners that there is no scientific 
evidence proving that these types of boats are any worse than others that use the lake.  Some 
people want restrictions on these boats and some do not want any restrictions.   
Chairman Waubanascum states that if there are environmental concerns or harm being done to 
the lake, he would side with protecting the environment over boat use.  He would like to see 
this discussion at the Legend Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District and then brought back 
to this committee with more information. 
Several community members spoke on this topic.  Several people are concerned for human 
safety and shoreline erosion.  Another concern that is brought forward is the potential for AIS 
spread from the ballast tanks of this type of watercraft. 
Two people spoke for allowing these types of boats on Legend Lake.  They feel that all 
watercraft create wakes that can cause concerns and that education and enforcement of 
existing regulations should be the focus.  Also, they state that there is no scientific data showing 
that wake/surf boats create any more problems on the lake than other types of watercraft. 

 
5. Shoreline projects update.  Jeremy updates the committee on cost-share projects for 2019.  Two 

are complete and the other four are in process.  All $20,000 were allocated to projects this year, 
which is only the second time in 18 years of the program. 
 

6. Invasive species updates.  Jeremy updates the committee on the progress this summer and 
autumn on terrestrial invasive species.  Jeremy, Lacy, Alix, and Forrest have all spent time 
working within a town conservancy to remove buckthorn and honeysuckle.  The area that is 
infested covers about 10 acres.  Heather gives an update on tribal efforts on invasives control.  
They are short staffed, and the dollars for the invasive crew are almost out.  She is not sure what 
will happen next year with invasive species work since they may not have dedicated employees 
for it. 

  



 

 

7. Timberland Invasive Partnership update. Alix gives an overview of recent activities.  There has 
been much control work being done in Menominee and Langlade Counties.  Forrest is still 
working one to two days per week on invasive controls. 

 
8. Timberland Invasive Partnership grant request.  Alix gives an overview of the grant proposal to 

the Lumberjack RC&D.  She describes activities to be completed and that these funds are 
important for many coordinator activities than cannot be covered under other, exiting grants.  
Jeremy states that each of the other three TIP counties have approved the request.  Ben 
motions to approve the request and send the proposal to the Lumberjack Council, Heather 
seconds the motion.  All in favor, motion passes. 

  
9. Adjournment. Meeting is adjourned at 9:40 a.m.     

 


